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Spectral luminous efficiency functions were measured by minimum subjective contour (MSC)
method for 510 to 630 nm monochromatic lights in 10 nm steps with two observers in order to
study by which attribute, luminance or brightness of stimuli, subjective contour was perceived.
These functions were compared with those obtained by heterochomatic flicker photometry (HFP),
minimally distinct border (MDB) and heterochomatic brightness matching (HBM) methods.
Spectral luminous efficiency functions were found similar in shape with MSC, HFP and MDB
methods, but clearly different in HBM method. This indicates that differences in luminance,

not brightness, responses of stimuli determine subjective contour.
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Fig. 1 A figure yielding subjective contour

perception used in the present experiments.
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Fig. 2 (a) A stimulus field used for heterochro-
matic flicker photometry (HFP) method. A test
and reference fields are spatially superimposed
and temporally alternated. (b) A stimulus field
used for minimally distinct border (MDB) meth-
od. (c¢) A stimulus field used for heterochromat-
ic brightness matching (HBM) method.
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Fig. 3 Spectral luminous efficiency functions
obtained with four methods for two observers
SS and HK. O : heterochromatic brightness
matching (HBM), O : minimally distinct border
(MDB), @ : minimum subjective contour (MSC),
A : heterochromatic flicker photometry (HFP)
methods. Dashed curves indicate the standard
spectral luminous efficiency function V (1). Mean
standard deviations for four methods are shown
in upper-right corners of each panel.
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Fig. 4 Log difference of sensitivity values of
HBM (O), MDB (O), and MSC (®) from that
of HFP for two observers SS and HK.
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