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Greetings

President, International Commission for Optics

On behalf of the International
Commission for Optics (ICO), re-
presenting some 45 member nations
and territories and societies, it is my
pleasure to recognize the 50th anni-
versary of the Optical Society of

Japan. Optics and photonics are
among the most pervasive and ena-
bling of technologies that impact the economic well-being
of Japan and have contributed measurably to the quality
of life (for it is through their application that we benefit in
so many ways). This is evident since the Optical society of
Japan having some 2,000 members is the largest division
of the Japanese Society of Applied Physics. Japan has
many achievements to its credit in these fields, certainly
since the first demonstration of laser activity and, in
particular, in the semiconductor laser area. Japan has
made major contribution as well and major advances for

which it is well-known throughout the world.

Your attention to education though holding tutorials
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A. H. Guenther

and summer schools on important topics is highly regard-
ed and speaks well for your commitment in growing the
future workforce in this field. We commend you for these
characteristics, activities and singular achievement in
Japanese optics and photonics discoveries. Perhaps more
important is your willingness to interact on an interna-
tional level through publications, conferences and involve-
ment in other society activities globally, not the least of
which is having Prof. Toshimitsu Asakura as Past Presi-
dent of the ICO.

Finally, we see no end to the contributions and growth
of Japanese optics and photonics activities and thus

greater optics activity in Japan over the next 50 years.

Congratulations and Best Wishes
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Congratulations to Our Sister Society on Their 50th

Anniversary

President, The Optical Society of Awmerica

The Optical Society of America
(OSA) extends hearty congratula-
tions to the Optical Society of Japan
(OS]) on the occasion of its 50th
anniversary. These are two sister
societies that share the same goal of

promoting optics throughout the
world. As professional societies we
both support our members by disseminating information
on optics through publications and scientific meetings, and
validate the accomplishments of our members through
special recognition and awards.

Since its founding in 1952 as a division of the Japan
Society of Applied Physics, the Optical Society of Japan
has grown to nearly 2,000 members and is now the largest
division of the Japan Socieyt of Applied Physics. The
Optical Society of Japan is well known for its publication
of Kogaku (started in 1972) and Optical Review (started
in 1994) and for the organization of many outstanding
conferences and meetings. OS] also has notable programs
for education and joint awards with the Japan Society of
Applied Physics.

Both of our societies have recognized the fact that we

are now living in knowledge based global economy where

R. C. Powell

optics plays a key role. Fiber optics telecommunications is
the backbone of the internet and optics is the enabling
science for many areas of manufacturing and medicine.
To respond to this current environment, OSA has
identified several goals to help us provide the optimum
benefits to our members. Two of the major goals are to
enhance our international activities and to form partner-
ships with other professional societies.

The Optical Society of America is pleased to be
affiliated with the Optical Society of Japan through a
signed agreement with the Japan Society of Applied
Physics. This provides us with the mechanism to collabo-
rate on supporting meetings and other activities to pro-
mote optics. This type of international partnership is very
valuable to members of both societies.

OSA is honored by its affiliation with the Optical
Society of Japan. We send our best wishes to our col-
leagues in OS] and look forward to many more years of

successful collaborations.
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Respectable Colleagues of the Optical Society of Japan

President, The Chinese Optical Society

It is more than happy for us to
learn that our fraternal institution,
the Optical Society of Japan will
celebrate its 50th anniversary in the
coming year. I, on behalf of the

‘ ! Chinese Optical Society and myself,
i wish to express my sincere and
hearty congratulations on the many
remarkable successes you have achieved over the past 50
years.

Taking this opportunity, I beg to state that it is our
earnest desire to promote much closer relationship and

cooperation between us two societies in the coming years.
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Mu Guoguang

I am so convinced that such a good relationship and
cooperation will definitely be important components refer-
ring to the development and invention in our scientific
research and studies, but also be able to contribute to the
prosperity and a bright future of the two nations as a
whole.

All our best wishes for your further progress and

success.
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