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Optics Education, Today and Tomorrow

Kazuyoshi ITOH

The present status and future prospect of Optics Education in Japan are discussed. I summarized
first the several problems that concern the Optics Education in Japan. Then I showed as examples
the educational program and a lecture delivered in the Applied Physics Division, Department of
Applied Science, School of Engineering, Osaka University. Especially, the several new trials in the
lecture (Information Optics) are introduced. I presented finally my views toward the Optics
Education problems: the question of the minimum contents of Optics Education, managing the
human relationship in education, the trend of falling interest in science and current scientific
research. It is concluded that the effort toward the original ideas by an individual is important and
through the effort we must keep the leading position in optical science and technology in the world
by exploiting the acute sensitivity that 1s inherent to the people living in Japan.

Key words: optics education, science and technology, education in universities, optics lecture,
optics curriculum
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