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Overview of Space Optical Communication Technologies

Kenichi ARAKI

An overview of space optical communication technologies is outlined through viewing research
and development activities that have been conducted in Japan. One of important system require-
ments is realization of high-power optical sources and high sensitivity detectors for overcoming
long range transmission in space where power transmission efficiency becomes the order from
—60 dB to —80 dB. Optical link formation and maintaining by laser beam acquisition, tracking
and pointing are essential functions required for communication terminals. Space optical commu-
nication experiments carried out during 1994 and 1996 using the ETS-VI satellite, development of
optical inter-orbit communications engineering test satellite OICETS by NASDA are described,

and other research activities are included.
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R 1 OLBEEREBREE LCE OREAHEE,

HE 22.4kg e/ BR/fEAR
HEET 90.4 W (max) s & CHIEER
%7 7 _ &
jl:;_&; ” §55cm HE B/ 7 7 Fax—5— QEN NN/ A—EY T a4 L
EER i ER Y v — CCD Y7 x4 —
L —— LD (AlGaAs) B R +1.5
R 0.83 um & R R 8 mrad
SEEEE T 13.8 mW T 32 urad
E—ALDD A 30, 60 urad RiBEH -
TIFar—F— L=V 7 a4
Lk 1.024 Mbps EBREY v — Si-QD
I Y F xRS RS LEERE 1B R +0.4 mrad
% BEHRE 0.4 mrad
ZER BE <2 purad @—62dBm
FEE 0.51 um HATERIESR
FaHaR Si-APD (E#ERH) T Far—4F— HEEHTE 7 F 2L —5 —
Ey RO E 107 @ —62 dBm T E & > 4100 yrad
ZE A 0.2 mrad AN e <2 prad

(JAXA) 232003 4E 10 BIoHREL, HBLHIEDb> T
50, AR TIZLREOLHREH VDL ZLIZT 3,

1. ETS-VI/LCE #}@&{55=881012

19834 2 A6, HE 0.8 yum HTH 7 100 mW 7 5 2
DFJERL — =03, 227 b T4 A7 EADIEH %
HRELTRELTEES NS L5 en D, ZOFEHIE
REbOETHVWETIEEZD ODER 0.8 umHDO Y ) 2
VREETNARETYRAT LEROD D E, RO
FHEAREEEE TR, BRI SumELZHA VLY AT A
BT D L /2. ESA T3 SILEX (Semiconductor
Laser Intersatellite Experiment) £}, 7 2 Y & #iZEF
#HE NASA (National Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration) Tix ACTS (Advanced Communications Tech-
nology Satellite) # 2T, FHEEILE T 2 X BIFKR2HED
Twiz, ZO&5 %9, bAETIE 1987 F£i2, BERE
FERT DS BT R ERE B VIENC #2615 B R B
LCE (Laser Communication Equipment) O Bi¥ % BIiG
L7z, BIFEHEF LR 2EENVRR ST/, HE-HE
FEBRZEL T, MERDLERY R T & D7 OERERI
EHERT LI REEHNE Uiz, BELIGBEERER
8 LCE OFEARMAERER 112, BiET oy JHER 112
R~

LCE T3, BiEMJEBE OB ER ICLEL /T - 18
B, JCITEMIE, XEEHRHZ & OBEEN/N - B8 (B
T 60 cm, MRERE 22.4ke) REBICERIN TV S, X
JRE L THE0.83 um, HHSI5330 mW (peak power)
DFBEY =Y —, K777 L THmmEOHY v
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X1 LCE O#gE~7 v v 7K. FPM: fine pointing mecha-
nism, PAM: point-ahead mechanism, BS: beam splitter,
POL: polarizer, DCM: dichroic mirror, CCR: corner cube
reflector.
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3. INETIMITERMIERME (point ahead mechanism)
ZiE, EBRT7 7F a2z —8—%kHVik, ZIEESOHE
I, BIPNIEER SR HEE Si-APD (avalanche photo-
diode) 12 & 2HZEHSH V5, 1.024 Mbps OXI5[A
WABEDRETH 5.

KEY v MEEFFFERT JPL (Jet Propulsion Labora-
tory) & OEEHFEERESOERY AT LABHREZR 212
T, JEEE ORI EERTIC X o TE L, #725000~
40000 km & TH 5, LCEER DO DI~ NiF
NASDA 5T HE X >~ ¥ — (TKSC) BT ETS-VINzE 5
N, TV AN —ZZFOHEDREETHHM L/HNELN TS
%, JPL# FYeRIIKE AV 7 v =7 M @ Table
Mountain O[UTE (BEF 2300m) D, 60 cm EFEE
#, 1.2mZEEEFELHEHA LKL, ETS-VI2SKED 2
kb =iz, CRLBJPL O T = BEETVENOT
VA NY—-av Yy FEEREZEL TLCE OFEM 21T,
JPL 28 ETS-VI& O OKEHR =L L, BERET —7,
Tk T — 5 SRS -T2 b0 ThH 5. CRLEMEF
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%, 7— 2 INEEE, LCE EhllmARs £h oM s iz,

FEIZ 1994 £E 12 Bichitha i, 12 B 7T HON AR LY —
F—EREEBROKINZEZYI 2, 7y 7)) 7 v—HF—x
K, HE—AHRGER-ZE, SV ) 7V —F B,
MBI EEDHEIE, 7Y v v 7 5T 2 EE
B1IER bl TiThbhlz, REWS EDOFENKE L
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W&o THERR & iz,
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Bohd, LrLads, K4 IEEOHEES B
EONIHEREEREERL WS LD 1Z, MELE%
FRT22eNTE 2, MO, ERIEEESE o’ =
0.27, HBHEBZEDNA 7 A0, RMS{EMRHEZE 0,=3.8
urad, HEENE— LI w,=6urad & L7z, KW S X1
& B BUERS AR L M0 S &1 & 2 IERSMEKO
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EB, RRWS XORERPBRT 54— LA ME5X D
W fThbn TS, Flz2iE, E—A%ZEMNICFEHTICS
FLCTAN—T 4 —BREFFDNTF E—LMEE, K
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2. OICETS/LUCE mB3%

NASDA % 1992 4£4» &, ARTEMIS & 0#fi FEE: %
FEHIE T 206 2 MEE EBRH 2 OICETS O 4%:
ZBA%6 L, OICETS 1c## & h 2 Yo B @SS LUCE
(laser utilizing communications equipment) M7 54 »
TTNVOEEE L UEBOEBRZET L, 200143 Hiz
OICETS®EY A7 AL LTHEEKT LT3, LUCE
ZIEET 5 OICETS 1%, =& 550 kg 0 3 Wiz i 2
THY, @mER 610 km, HEERAR 35 OMTEICTS
LUONEFETHS. Bl EEROBEHN 2K 5 107
9. ARTEMIS icfE#k S h T 2 EEKE L 0T,
TBREEMER, #EER%2T5. LUCED754 b7
WV, VIEIMERERERRSER, HEER, REHEER, BT -
BEZEHBRERT, 2001 7 BICRICIEREER 28 2 72,

OICETS ##tmE#a LUCE OEAHRE £ 2 107
T 0.8 um DN T NA REB WY AT ATH S, F
BT 100 mW OFE kL — 5 — 238 L T, FEED
SFrIEEE £ TD 50 Mbps 7 — % {£32%, 2 Mbps ®F — %
ZEERETS, KEEROFIEZLUTO®ED TH 5,
ARTEMIS &, AE 0.3 FE D#EE %, L2750 700
urad DE—aI v E—L %2525 —FEHELUEHT 2. Y
i1 0.75s TH 2. OICETS CE—a v E— AN H T
niE, OICETSIZEIRAME#HRE L, HITEME%21T->
THBECE—L%2RHT 5, Z ORI 0.36 s LIN EHES
NTws, ZhEEMONOEIRER, i - BEAE
DOENERIFEIEF 2 & & Tw 3, OICETS 2 & @ ¥ 28
ARTEMIS 2 @7 1¥, ARTEMIS it — 2 v E&EH =
L, @ —24%OICETS I2[f 1} THEE L TR D K
BRRDSERILT 5. 20k, —ERE 2 TIER A % M3
BL&, EEREICEITT 3.

200349 Az, OICETS ® LUCEHHEF V2 E T v
AWMDT )T 2B (ARA Y- HFVTEHEE) CHb

%2 OICETS/LUCE DA {H#E,

5 OICETS & ARTEMIS & OiEEEHIEGRK [© JAXA |,

ESA JeMiBREIc & L, #1b#E Fickd 3 ARTEMIS &
DEITOV —¥ %2 Wiz @B EEER T\, 38000 km
b D% R T C XSG AEEIC R L7,

3. EFHAT—2araRUVRiBERERTE Y

WEEH AT — 3 3 > ISS (International Space Sta-
tion) @ HASEE M JEM (Japanese Experiment Module)
R L, LR e O TLEEDEIEEBR 21T
7291z, CRL # & F NASDA THREHBEIEOBEFICE T 72
HLEPFFELS 1997~2002 F % TEIES iz, 3AE, 1SS fHIT
TAT Y 2—)VOEIE, FHEZEORMBE TR IT kS
nctns,

B AGEEEREB X LCDE EH3 N, FOERHRE
BRIWCRT. MEXT 7 AN—REFAELBERE 2.5
Gbps %, FHEMTER T2 2 2HIEL T3, A
BREMER RO L5 umBETHY, FAFIHTT 400
mW O TI)VE Y AGRINT 7 4 /3 — 8§ EDFA 272
JES(EER, ZAFEIC IFMEF IO dB OEHE EDFA %
A, RZZFFTZASEE 70 photons/bit 245 - T
W5,

A7 v o RISEREE, 1 26 cm

MEIBE 28> vl CCD k>4 —, #HEF +0.2 degrees
{ BEMAE Az —10~370 degrees, El: 0~120 degrees

FBRE 4 5EDEHHIRE, HE £200 grad, 2 #EHERERS 5 —

K18 1 49.3724 Mbps, %%{g : 2.028 Mbps
MREZEEH, NRZ 74+ —~<v b

Si-APD #E#fH, 2PPM 7 5 —~< v b
E(5 1 0.847 um, 35 :0.819 um

7T

EBRBE +0.64 yrad GBIERS)
fEmIREE +1.85 yrad GE{ERF)
EBER

EREEE

EHFEF

EEEE

ST 100 mW  (ZFHrF O F1H)
ZERE 10~ @ —71.4 dBm
HEES #9220 W GE(SF)

TywvarvER #1140 kg
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3 GBEERIEE LCDE DEARMLLR

X7 T F ATV URERY) y F—r v o RIEES,
Coude %%, HO#ZF 15cm
BRERE 1 micro-radian-rms BAF
HLGBE 28y > vk CCD &> ¥ —, $HE 0.3 degrees AL
. Uy oNVBRA Az . —30~210 degrees, El: —60~90
BREA degrees
FEBE 4 SEDEREEE, HE 0.02 degrees, 2 EiE RN I 7 —
EREE BERS 1 0.6840.002 um, BIEBREE :0.55+0.15 4m
FrEERRE —65~—95dBm, X7 > 7 OB T (TBD)
LR E 2.48832 Ghps (OCS48, HEZEL H)
By MEADEK 10 LT (99.9% BER)
T RZ (return-to-zero) 2V A & A3REE
B R4S EDFA (Er-doped fiber amplifier) £ DE#
Iran)
EEWE (8 1.552 wm, {8 1.562 xm
S WER 1 400 mW (CW, EHJI EDFA Hi18mic 8 7)
EEMHEE 50 W (E— 2718, &1 EDFA HJjimic
BWT)
ZERE 70 photons/bit (EDFA ANEHZ BWT)
BERMEERE 1.552 um GEERAREEEEELRL)
HEE 115 W LT (LCDE % v ¥ 3 vIEEE)

IwyvarvER

90 kg LI (LCDE % v ¥ 3 vEEEE)

4. R#HALEO & X7 L (NeLS) 2

JBE - BRI R R LEO VY —F v ¥ — (i,
EHEETIEEERSAHR LEO VY —F >y —) T
i, [7a— v~ vF AT 4 7RG EBEEM O
FEEF oYz b BEBL TS, ZOXEALEO ¥
AT ADEREHEI VAT L —Ya DT A—F—IF,
RS 120, HOBEER 10, 1 HuEmc 12 Mo E 2 g
L, BEEE 1100 km TH 5,

VAT LAEBEOI O OBEREMICIE, BET T IE
i, EEMEEHEN, HEMBEEA Y MY — 7 HEE,
2 — W —UEREETFM D 4 DD D, FRICHEMERSE
DERARTHD, 2 b7 —27 DEFELOTDICHEE
EEEEMEEEL T3, XEAWT, /N BEDRE
ETEREDT — ¥ mEHfFs 3, AEEMBEOELR
FEERSEE L LT, 1.55 um HOIERER, LR S
L UNZEHR BRI N AEEMEEY S av -5 —%
BIFEL Tw3, DPSK HO & E5 4 VHEAREZHNTE
D, ZERKEL LT BER=1x10"% T 33.7 photons/bit,
BER=1x10"°  56.0 photons/bit 235N T\ 5%,

FHGEEHEMCBEL T, BNICB T % KRR
%38 LT OME R k72, ETS-VDLE{E%E, OICETS/
LUCE 0%, LCDE, NelS O#FFeEIFRIL 2B L.
OICETS 1 2005 EZ 2 0T b EIF 2 HIEL T 528, W
HEDEEE L Ebic, ThE CHRELEE LB EaE.
BRI OEIETT> TH Sz,
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LRI BT 3 7o — "V R EREFHEEXZ 5 A
YIIANI I Fe—L LT, FRTHEELSLUTAED
FHEBHZXZ22b0L LT, EEGHAZKD 208556 0F
HGEERM OERIF S NS,
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