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Optical Sensors for Earth Observation Satellite

Akira IWASAKI

Earth observation satellites contribute monitoring of natural hazards, such as earthquakes,
volcano eruptions and floods caused by typhoon or hurricane. Recent development in software
makes it possible to access these data easily. Several new optical sensors in orbit, which adopt
new technology and provide data products with higher accuracy, are introduced in this review.
Calibration activities and satellite technology that guarantee accuracy of these sensors are also

described.
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1.1 ASTER (advanced spaceborne thermal emission
and reflectrion radiometer)?
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1.2 MODIS (moderate resolution imaging spectro-
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1.3 AIRS (atmospheric infrared sounder)?
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1.4 TES (tropospheric emission spectrometer)*®
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