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Come Explore Photonics with Us
Tsutomu HARA

Hamamatsu City is the birth place of television, invented by Prof. Kenjiro Takayanagi in 1926. The first
president of Hamamatsu Photonics, Heihachiro Horiuchi, was in fact one of his students. Horiuchi
started the company in 1953 with Teruo Hiruma, who would later become president. We have therefore
inherited Prof. Takayanagi’s foresight and his challenging spirit, as well as his technology of photo-
electronic conversion, which is related to the basic technology used in television. “True value is not
money but new knowledge” is the philosophy of Hiruma. To this end, the Central Research Laboratory
conducts fundamental research in photonics (for example: What is a photon? How do photons interact
with material?), as well as applications of photonics, such as optical measurement, optical communica-
tion, optical computing, energy, medicine, biology, mind/brain science, space, astronomy. There are
so many unknowns in the world, yet we endeavor to forge a path into the unknown. These efforts
will bring us new technologies that will give rise to new lifestyles. We truly believe that by exploring
photonics more deeply, we can solve many of the world’s problems and contribute to the good of
mankind. In this article, I will give a taste of our research activities, to give an impression of what it

means to be a researcher in this exciting field.
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