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Mechanism of Matrix-Assisted Laser Desorption/Ionization

Yasuhide NAITO

Matrix-assisted laser desorption/ionization (MALDI) is one of the most prevailing “soft” ionization
techniques, which generates gas-phase ions of labile molecules in the condensed phase with a less extent
of fragmentation. The development of MALDI, together with electrospray ionization (ESI) which is
the other representative soft ionization method, shared the 2002 Chemistry Nobel Prize which
awarded for the development of soft ionization methods for mass spectrometric analyses of biological
macromolecules. The underlying mechanism of MALDI has an extremely complex nature involving
optical, mechanical, thermodynamical and physicochemical properties, and is not yet completely
explored. This article gives expository comments on the MALDI mechanism, whose comprehensive
picture has begun to emerge through a number of fundamental studies.
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B/ B EICIEN S, L7zdd> T—RA A AL,
L= =SV ZADIR X W O 7N — L EREPICHIER D
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D 2w, 7, <Yy 2 205G 10 5 5 HiESy
T~ 7a b o BE) (£206K (6b,¢) bHD 9
275, [ARRIC I RIGREDSE T E 2720, 4 4 VB
BREFROPTTOFLGEZTERICHRTERVICLTYH, #HIE
T A A AR £ 13 FE 2T e,

BA A oAl (2D (7a,b)) b IEF I RIS
BB E T 50, F/RTEER~ Y Yy 7 22w
L —F — i A A v LTld, FEimEDY 10000 K DA EiC b
ETDHDT, AL ML TEE LA A ALK ISR D S
2. 2084, 7V en—)LkEOREARIE KA A
AUBIETORIGHE & U CHiph 2 58 24855

Bt o kbh Tt TicA A b L T B (7Y
7 4 —h ¥ A 4 v ; preformed ion) 23Wific X - THD H
SN EVIHIEMSLEZONS, LaL, A4V Eofks
Yo &gtk ot 2 Hlotic LT, BT o LB IREE
MMALDI v A A7 FLICKIE 3 Z a7z, £
7o, AEMOTY) 74 —L FAFVyPEHINSE ZEBIZ
EAE G, Lo TKRIRDEGS, 7V 74—LFA A
VORBEEIIZEAE VD, RICFEELIZEL TS 7V —
LR TORABKIBICE > THWEEINTWE EELS
ns,



#3 MALDIIZE T 2 kA & AU,

Aol OB SRk
VarB NG A1 [M+H]"+A—> M+[A+H]" (8a)
[M—H] + A—>M+[A—H] (8b) 11, 25, 29
M*"+A—[M—H] +[A+H]' (8c)
A F A M A+ Cation” — [A+Cation] " (9a) 11.30
A+[M+Cation] ™ — [A+Cation] " +M (9b) ’
HEH) M T+A—>M+A"" (10) 31
77 ARY—AF MLET IV {[A+#H]"" +(n—1) Anion” +mM} (112)
— [A+H]"+(n—1) [Anion+H]+mM
{[A—nH]" +(n+1)[Base+H] " +mM} (11b)
—[A+H]"+(n+1) Base+mM o1 39
{[A+#H]"" +(n+1) Anion~ +mM} (11¢) ’
—[A—H] +(n+1)[Anion+H]+mM
{[A—nH]" +(n—1)[Base+H]" +mM} (11d)

—[A—H] +(n—1)Base+mM

N p=i11Y

IANF—FERHOL (R20H06K (4)) BFHEZ R
A A MR TH 5 2 LIFH  DFEBRREEDILFFL TE
D, RFU Y I AGTDIIANAF VBEHICHREB I N
52T RNF—ERUGIC X > THHATE %,

2.2 ZRAFAERE

A A v OmHBEIEFES T XD b 2~3 519, %
72, AT VDOEEED 7 NIV AKEEEIEFES T LD b
K&V, TN IE KA F ALK DEFFEZ R L TWo»
5. N /< bV v 7 2B )V IASEY) T T b R
MNhHGE, vy 7 AAF v EgHiA & I UK
et n, ZnZFhoEHEDZEIZOVTHFL 7
NI AREGEVER R T A & AR/ P T A R
DHELTERL A A MEERE, < Y v 7 RIZO0T
X 107°~107° O fiPH & B D 5122, FHfEIcOW» T
ERA A ARG L 725 T Tk D < 7% A28
HH, 100°LEICETEZELH 2,

TRA K ARG E LTHE Z S 1 KD GRS % £
SICHEPL 72, KK G, e < MY v 7 2{LEY
DPAs DENKE WD, = )y 22070 kMg
TH 5 \0Ix7a b AN D S s N0 7
ok oBE (£3DKIERX (8a,b,0)) 1F, TFLX—iHN
ICEBELR RA A AR EEZ 5N D MY B F
2AKT 254G, aERES 260 7 a b o BiEEo =
FUF =GN )T S, oEOB 7 > 5
¥ (deprotonated molecule; [A—H]) &£~ +F VU v 7 2 fiA4
F D GPBs DAk > TIkE S, GPBs D7#ld PAs O
AED LN, BT e s varoAREE 7 e b oA
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dig [IM—H] @7 e b o7 2 A )L51, Cation 13454 >, Anion 1&7 =74 >, Base i38i%k, { } 327925 —%R7,
FTAY = A F AT VAT OCTIE LliA A v 2 ERT 3G AZRL 72,

FFIHRTEL %5 2 L%,

GG A ) v =R EDOHHHEE, 2 Yy 7 ADS
D70 b UBEIIMERIC L 512 EPASHE R RO DT, A
F A A4 (cationized molecule) & L CTHiH & 15
TV (X3DOKIER (92, b)) (T 20 F4 i3k
HIZF YT LA T RAYTLAFT Y THDD, o
DT NAYRIEHF AV IFEFREREFOAMYE L TH
D IANTHHEEPSTHD, PbI7 /) —NVhEDAF AV
BRI R O N Y vy 7 2Z0HICK D, SO A
FA MG TOERBEHNT 22 L2032, K
(9a) 1ZMHEE b, —RA A MLKIBICHEL T0 528, 7
V= LHICHET 2 8@ A F 4 v LD IEREN G T
HbY, LEdoTw Yy 2 20—RA F ALRIEHEES
LizwAg F vAbigkcd 5. £, KGR (9b) E< b+
Vv 7 A-p@hFF EEERPSDAFF VI ZIRER
IETH 2, SHRAREY v —7% EDLEY T b A
DN S BIZIE7 Y AR E) 7 a b vy
TLL TSI TR, 20870 vt
IZHF & NI L 72 [A+ (n+1)Cation—#H " 238 e iy
K ENs b d D,

ZRA F ARG OBANN G EE LT, 2 Yy J A
oM DEFBEIC L 20D 7 A NA 4 v
AT DERK (3 DORIGA (10) BEZ SN,

2.3 BEAFDEREVFZXE—1F MLETI

MALDI DR LR TH 2 11li4 4 v DB &
iE, XA A ALRIGIC X > THIITE Y, BT 08
&, T (Fa Mk oT) BERMAEEEL ST

551 (23)



A 2fHO 7 v v BENE, 7—a YKk o T
SN, i, C*TR I R ED 2{liOBEA A VM
MU THfliA A v 2EBT256TH, ZRXBICK5%
fili£ 4 > O EMIED (charge reduction) 23T %)L F —
S DT woT, Uiif 4y e LTHiians kX9
2k B,

Bi i 10000 Da ##8 2 2 "7 7T, 2% bh oHET%
fili 7’2 b > A5 1 [A+uH]" 7203 %Al 7 a b oo 1
(multiply deprotonated molecule; [A—=#H]"", n=2, 3, --*)
DERTEIEBELLBV, DTV A ABRELRBIC
ONT, FTNTEMEAT S I LDTE BT OBUIHY
KT 2L LD, FEABOIEA N ICHENTHOEZ S o
3. ZORE, SflitAvor—aryzzL¥— (07N
SHHER T 2 7 —a )5 )1) 1XMEL 2D, A2 B o
EBRIZART 2. BIRT 2 7L — LN T O ESEIE O E%E
b, SilifA A Y PRER 7 —0 VEEEZ B CTENE
BTk s tEZoNS, BER 150 kDa DE /
7a—FWYikn EDIEFICER LS T T, 5iETo
ZAliA & V3D 7 ) OBETAEKT 5.

ESL I3 %Al A A4 > 2K ERT 228, % DM TIEE
BB OMWERMEO MR PEEZEHZ2H> T 5,
MALDI ¢% 2N L FfkIC, Ziior 7 A8 —4 F v & f%
HL7AZVAERDOREEEZ L ENTES, ZNET
(SRR T & 7Y O Ko7 % 5 80 2 531 D B AR DS TR
EoTA K AUBEBEIMEITT D W EZLT (L4 V5
TRIGETIV) &3NS, 79 A8 —A 4 v OBl L o
TR A A MBI Z D EZSD, 7 TAY—AF
YTV (3G (11a, b, ¢, d)) & LTIRESN
TWw3 %2 7528 -4 F U ALEFLIFVL DD OEE
I HFEZHPUCHIH T E 5. ESTISHRERAY 2 S A 3
T OB EEBFE 2 fEET 2 D THAliA A4 v DAERICH
FlTH DIk L, MALDI I3 2D X9 RERB WO
T, Hili7 7 AT —A4 F v OBMRP L DT\, 7
T RY =5 NIRRT 5 A 4 v Ofifl: 7 7 A5 —
WEFENDIEAAF Y OFFIIDMICE > TRE DD, %
UL ESI & D BRI 2 DS & D, FEE%R o MALDI
RAARY P E XL KT 5,

3. MALDIICHT 21 A DliHAE

MALDI & “Y 7 A4 4 UE” TH 205, 44 v DM
Aot i, B2, BRL A A V234 4 ViR
DBEFRTIEZI N BB, TN — LT EDETFLF—
BEPA T v OM R LEHRT2 20D D, £, 414
VICHE V¥ — & LRl SN 550 E = 2L X — 13,
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H B BEDHSy 143 (unimolecular dissociation) % #65%
cb 7269, 44 YBih o CIFRIRICEZ 20T
7L, BRI AL 2 ETDO YA LA — VISR
WH BT, WEEAL L 5% (metastable ion decay) &
FIEND 2 EN% . HELEAL F VRGN, 4 XD
TR 5,

HWERTEA TV BIEZDHEDIA S T7ITLD,
MALDI & & HiEt o S ISR IN IS, 44
VIR DL L 2B Z B HEREA & v R, RIS
A Y — 243f# (post-source decay; PSD) & XiEt 2,
HELLE A F VO3 RISRIG L T Ze v MALDI & &= HrEt ¢
&, Wi b4 A v 3R R ©— 2 (L E /2 £ X)
LLTRHiEE NS, Lo, %< o MALDI B &S HT
GFCIRMELEA & VRO E 2 PR T 2 LRPI T
5. I, WEREA L U X ZWRLERY O < 2 X
R7 PVEIEG LT, a1 oEmiricive 2546
bdhH 5.

SR~ Yy 7 2O, BXOAAVEIEHLD
FMIC L > THERTEA A V3 RDOES IZ RS, < b
Uy 7 AW R UKIEOEAE I XY, WA{LEET 2
BT 2 MYy s RE, WA LERIHT 2 Wi’ <
FY Y 7RI NDG, RAARY MVTHEZTEA K v
FIEDERYD G 0 BEEE, Wi MYy 7 A%
T LN 2R T F FMEDEAEDE® 6, B b
Uy 7 ZZEM LT 7 VIREHRESTF F 2 EL 728
B DIZIF 100% DOHFIPHIZ 2.5,

TRATIREHIAY (time-of-flight; TOF) B &R T, A4
Y ISTRAT L T 2 O KR SY 13 TOF RATE D KU 7 b
T CESLIND o, HELEA & V3RIE R Z DR
THRET S, ZOEE W LA & ITHEEA A v EFT
WHEEEEE Z oo, EbOTHIFLL T wiEY
(AVIRX2VLAF R TP ABEESHRE) THHE
MWHEETH 5, HEREA F v IRTER L Wi A 4~
DFTIE, V7L 7 ba v (reflectron) 7 E DN
Rz Mol TOF B afatTldnligTtd 5. it k-
TOWHEOREEERZ 15 DY PSD ENTOJFEITH 5.

MALDI £ & Y JENTHRET 54 vV — A3 (in-
source decay; ISD) 1, PSD & i34 < B Wi A48
DYARRY bPVRY—vibGZ2 2% %, 1SD Tik
FHE W AR DSBSy o3 i & X S 2, it & FIRE
DOWi R, Bk D H I (<500 ns) ENRTHI S
ISD Ti%, Wik{bA & vicnLTzhniihfbic k> T8l
N7, &2 IEERROBE TR L D, H5
WIFEBICTE» S FEL T 2 Bl TE L L



bd 5. MALDI E & Hrat DG T I W A (LA i S 70 2
FELTEESNS.

MALDI O X /1 = X L DOWEIC D WTIER7, TNnE T
D% DEEBENIRFTEIC K D BIRDFEM® 2 A = X L IEH
TEEERRNFBHS LIS NTE LD, TP b
Uy 7 AORHE, L—H -SSR EDORESRMFICE >
TERAHIZRE C B2, HBIICERT 281 H 2 Ik
HNFEAERVEEZONTORERTY, &fFickoT
FEELKEEZE) 2L b H 5, MALDI DBIRIZLHRT
HY, W—DEFIVICKTROTHBETZILIZTER
v, F, RIS A v OWIEE B S T X D
KREVDY, AR D 7 AR 7 F HdMERwve ol
R L7 7V — 205 T 200k E, KECEL%
CDHDPEEINT VRS, A AR LDOEEMINCIZ, 5
% RMIICE Z TBRZ FHRICRE LHE ) 2 BB H
2. ZHUFERDHOEEETIA I IS BT B ik D PRIR 2%
HETHL L LB, FAHTOEOLOTEETHS, £
72 MALDI OEERR IO 2 —E LI TE Tokn
EZoN5056THS, MALDIRHFH LWwe Yy 7 2%
ARBHERENE DB RIS X VEHHEPEZ AR L TE D, A 4
VEREIFIZIEE A EE Do Tz, MALDI Tt
NHZYEOREH T IEPETH D, HEINIWHRED S
A4 ELTHHTE 2 DI 0.01% L 27\,
MALDI % 73 = X & DI A A > A R O i ) 72 ¢k
B EF s G, 7, KETHHNMINTwS
PEEIDERA X —2 v 7 OBFICEE L T, MALDI X
AZRALDMEDEEEZ I S ICHE> TV 5,
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